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Overview of PresentationOverview of Presentation

Brief Background of StudyBrief Background of Study

Questions on How to Address Questions on How to Address ““Main StreetMain Street””
in the Access Codein the Access Code



Purposes of StudyPurposes of Study

Assess relationship between Access Code Assess relationship between Access Code 
and State Development & Redevelopment and State Development & Redevelopment 
Plan (SDRP)Plan (SDRP)

Recommend modifications to the Access Recommend modifications to the Access 
Code to better align it with the SDRPCode to better align it with the SDRP



Key Elements of the Access CodeKey Elements of the Access Code

Permit Application & Approval ProcessPermit Application & Approval Process
Access Classification System (Appendix Access Classification System (Appendix ““AA””))
Access Levels (Appendix Access Levels (Appendix ““BB””))
Driveway / Intersection SpacingDriveway / Intersection Spacing
Access Management PlansAccess Management Plans
Traffic Impact Study ProceduresTraffic Impact Study Procedures
Provisions for NonProvisions for Non--conforming Lotsconforming Lots



What is the What is the 
State State 

Development & Development & 
Redevelopment Redevelopment 
Plan (SDRP)?Plan (SDRP)?



SDRP Planning AreasSDRP Planning Areas

Metropolitan (PA1)Metropolitan (PA1)
Suburban (PA2)Suburban (PA2)
Fringe (PA3)Fringe (PA3)
Rural (PA4, PA4B)Rural (PA4, PA4B)
Environmentally Sensitive (PA5, PA5B)Environmentally Sensitive (PA5, PA5B)



Summary of ProductsSummary of Products

Identify how the Access Code can reflect Identify how the Access Code can reflect 
multimodal and main street considerationsmultimodal and main street considerations

Recommend how the classification system can be Recommend how the classification system can be 
modified to reflect the SDRPmodified to reflect the SDRP

Identify how to improve the Access Management Identify how to improve the Access Management 
Plan processPlan process



Summary of Products (contSummary of Products (cont’’d.)d.)

Identify how to better align municipal landIdentify how to better align municipal land--use use 
control procedures with the Code to foster smart control procedures with the Code to foster smart 
growth outcomes growth outcomes 

Produce recommendations for changes to:Produce recommendations for changes to:
Access CodeAccess Code
State Highway Access Management ActState Highway Access Management Act
Municipal Land Use LawMunicipal Land Use Law



Questions on How to Address Questions on How to Address 
““Main StreetMain Street””

in the Access Codein the Access Code



Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell

Accessible 
Principal Arterials 3 (1) 4 (2) 4 (3) 3 (4) 4 (5) 5 (6)

Minor Arterials 3/4 (7) 4 (8) 5 (9) 3/4 (10) 4 (11) 5 (12)

Collector Roads 4 (13) 5 (14) 6 (15) 4 (16) 5 (17) 6 (18)

Local Roads 4 (19) 6 (20) 6 (21) 4 (22) 6 (23) 6 (24)

Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell Access 
Level Cell Access 

Level Cell

Accessible 
Principal Arterials 2 (25) 4 (26) 4 (27) 3 (28) 4 (29) 5 (30)

Minor Arterials 2 (31) 4 (32) 5 (33) 3/4 (34) 4 (35) 5 (36)

Major Collectors 3/4 (37) 5 (38) 6 (39) 4 (40) 5 (41) 6 (42)

Minor Collectors 4 (43) 5 (44) 6 (45) 4 (46) 5 (47) 6 (48)

Local Roads 4 (49) 6 (50) 6 (51) 4 (52) 6 (53) 6 (54)

Low Speed

Divided 2-lane Divided 2-laneMulti-Lane Multi-Lane
Undivided
<45 mph

>=50 mph <50 mph
Undivided 2-lane Divided 2-laneMulti-Lane Multi-Lane

Undivided

URBAN CHARACTERISTICS

Appendix "A"
Access Classification Matrix

Based on Desirable Typical Sections

Undivided

High Speed
>=45 mph

Divided

Access Class

RURAL CHARACTERISTICS

Access Class

High Speed Low Speed



Access LevelsAccess Levels

1 1 -- Fully Controlled AccessFully Controlled Access

2 2 –– Access along Street or Interchange OnlyAccess along Street or Interchange Only

3 3 -- RightRight--turn Access with Provision for Leftturn Access with Provision for Left--turn Accessturn Access
via via JughandleJughandle

4 4 -- Driveway with Provision for LeftDriveway with Provision for Left--turn Access turn Access 
via Leftvia Left--turn Laneturn Lane

5 5 -- Driveway with Provision for LeftDriveway with Provision for Left--turn Access turn Access 
(Limited by Spacing and Safety Considerations)(Limited by Spacing and Safety Considerations)

6 6 -- Driveway Access Limited by Edge Clearance and Driveway Access Limited by Edge Clearance and 
Safety ConsiderationsSafety Considerations



Benefits of Main Street DesignationBenefits of Main Street Designation

Balances mobility, property access, & needs Balances mobility, property access, & needs 
of nonof non--vehicular modesvehicular modes

Achieves mutual understanding as to the Achieves mutual understanding as to the 
form, function and purpose of the highwayform, function and purpose of the highway

Provides for a different level of allowable Provides for a different level of allowable 
property access property access 

Provides for greater flexibility in designProvides for greater flexibility in design



How Do You Identify How Do You Identify 
a Main Street?a Main Street?



Developed Developed 
specifically for New specifically for New 
Jersey roadways by Jersey roadways by 
New Jersey New Jersey 
professionals professionals 

Based on visual Based on visual 
preference surveyspreference surveys

Basis for Basis for 
Main Street Scoring Main Street Scoring 

FormulaFormula



Main Street Scoring FormulaMain Street Scoring Formula

Calculates Calculates ““Main StreetMain Street--nessness”” based on:based on:
Proportion of buildings that house commercial Proportion of buildings that house commercial 
usesuses
Proportion of street frontage occupied by:Proportion of street frontage occupied by:

““DeadDead”” space (vacant lots, parking lots, blank walls, space (vacant lots, parking lots, blank walls, 
driveways)driveways)
Cars parked onCars parked on--streetstreet
Tree canopyTree canopy

Number of travel lanesNumber of travel lanes
Average sidewalk widthAverage sidewalk width
Presence of curb extensionsPresence of curb extensions



Other Criteria Considered by VTC Other Criteria Considered by VTC 

Proportion of visible buildings that are historicProportion of visible buildings that are historic
Average travel lane widthAverage travel lane width
Average shoulder widthAverage shoulder width
Average median width Average median width 
Total curbTotal curb--toto--curb widthcurb width
Posted speed limitPosted speed limit
Marked crosswalk visibleMarked crosswalk visible
Textured pavement visibleTextured pavement visible
Uniform building heightsUniform building heights



Other Criteria Considered by VTC, Other Criteria Considered by VTC, 
contcont’’d d 

PedestrianPedestrian--scaled street lightsscaled street lights
Number of moving vehicles visibleNumber of moving vehicles visible
Average setback from curb to visible buildingsAverage setback from curb to visible buildings
Average building heightAverage building height
Ratio of building height to street width plus Ratio of building height to street width plus 
building setbacksbuilding setbacks
Number of pedestrians visibleNumber of pedestrians visible
Underground utilitiesUnderground utilities
Condition of street pavementCondition of street pavement



NJNJ--124 124 

(South Street) (South Street) 

in Morristownin Morristown



NJNJ--7070

in Brickin Brick



What Would Be The What Would Be The 
Impact of Main Street Impact of Main Street 

Designation?Designation?



Additional Criteria ConsideredAdditional Criteria Considered
Posted speedPosted speed
Supporting street networkSupporting street network
Operating speedOperating speed
Functional classificationFunctional classification
Percentage of truck trafficPercentage of truck traffic
Average Annual Daily TrafficAverage Annual Daily Traffic
National Highway SystemNational Highway System
Peak hour traffic volumePeak hour traffic volume
Pedestrian volumesPedestrian volumes
Availability of public transportationAvailability of public transportation
Through versus local trafficThrough versus local traffic



Posted Speed CriterionPosted Speed Criterion

Speed = 25 to 35 mphSpeed = 25 to 35 mph
Eligible for consideration of Main Street designationEligible for consideration of Main Street designation

Speed Speed ≥≥ 40 mph40 mph
Not eligible for Main Street designationNot eligible for Main Street designation

Approach is consistent with NJDOTApproach is consistent with NJDOT

Traffic Calming Resource DocumentTraffic Calming Resource Document
Traffic calming allowed only where speed Traffic calming allowed only where speed ≤≤ 35 mph35 mph



State Highway Mileage By Posted SpeedState Highway Mileage By Posted Speed

25 mph roadways =25 mph roadways = 17.5 miles17.5 miles
30 mph roadways =30 mph roadways = 66.7 miles66.7 miles
35 mph roadways =   179.6 miles35 mph roadways =   179.6 miles
TOTAL =TOTAL = 263.8 miles 263.8 miles 

14% of total State highway mileage14% of total State highway mileage



Potential Elements in Main Street Potential Elements in Main Street 
Designation ProcessDesignation Process



Main Street Mobility Assessment Main Street Mobility Assessment 
(MSMA)(MSMA)

Assesses the implications of designating a State Assesses the implications of designating a State 
highway segment as a Main Streethighway segment as a Main Street

Could serve as the basis for a Main Street Could serve as the basis for a Main Street 
““Management PlanManagement Plan””

““Management PlanManagement Plan”” could be adopted by the could be adopted by the 
municipality as an additional element or analysis municipality as an additional element or analysis 
of the Comprehensive Master Planof the Comprehensive Master Plan



Main Street Mobility Assessment, contMain Street Mobility Assessment, cont’’dd

Requires participation from:Requires participation from:

Affected Main Street businesses Affected Main Street businesses 

Local developersLocal developers

Neighborhood groups Neighborhood groups 

Adjacent municipalities Adjacent municipalities 

Host county and MPO (where applicable)Host county and MPO (where applicable)

State (NJDOT and Office of Smart Growth)State (NJDOT and Office of Smart Growth)



Main Street MOUMain Street MOU
Required for all Main StreetsRequired for all Main Streets

Memorializes agreements and commitments Memorializes agreements and commitments 
made by NJDOT and municipalitymade by NJDOT and municipality

Defines and protects the character of the Defines and protects the character of the 
roadway as a Main Streetroadway as a Main Street

Identifies limits of Main Street area and required Identifies limits of Main Street area and required 
posted speedsposted speeds

Requires monitoring and enforcement to ensure Requires monitoring and enforcement to ensure 
preservation of Main Street qualitiespreservation of Main Street qualities



Questions to AnswerQuestions to Answer

How do you identify a Main Street?How do you identify a Main Street?
How do you confirm that a Main Street How do you confirm that a Main Street 
designation would not have a significant designation would not have a significant 
adverse effect?adverse effect?
What special considerations would apply?What special considerations would apply?
What roles should NJDOT and other What roles should NJDOT and other 
agencies play in the designation process? agencies play in the designation process? 
How should the process be structured?How should the process be structured?



QuestionsQuestions



What is Smart Growth?What is Smart Growth?
WellWell--planned and wellplanned and well--managed growthmanaged growth

Adds new homes & jobs, butAdds new homes & jobs, but……

……preserves open space, farmland, and environmentally preserves open space, farmland, and environmentally 

sensitive lands, andsensitive lands, and……

……promotes redevelopment and urban revitalizationpromotes redevelopment and urban revitalization

Supports livable neighborhoodsSupports livable neighborhoods

Takes advantage of multimodal forms of transportation Takes advantage of multimodal forms of transportation 

Enhances the quality of life for residentsEnhances the quality of life for residents

The SDRP is New JerseyThe SDRP is New Jersey’’s plan for smart growths plan for smart growth



Main Street Designation ProcessMain Street Designation Process
(initiated by local officials)(initiated by local officials)

Local officials to develop a Main Street Mobility Assessment in 
partnership with NJDOT that establishes a Main Street score of ≥ 1.0

Local officials initiate Main Street designation based on 
Existing or Future Conditions

Local officials to initiate Initial 
Plan Endorsement Process1

Local officials and NJDOT prepare 
MOU as part of PIA2

NJDOT proposes Main Street designation in rulemaking

No Main Street designation
(use standard access classification 

system; new Appendices “A” and “B”)

Is there 
an AMP?

Follow AMP 
provisions 

(TBD)

No

Yes

Yes

NoConcurrence between NJDOT and Local officials regarding completed 
Main Street Mobility Assessment and Initial Plan Endorsement Process?1

Local officials adopt MOU?

Main Street segment included in Appendix “B” based on 
Existing or Future Conditions

Yes

No

AMP = Access Management Plan
MOU = Memorandum of Understanding
1 – This process may be simplified if locality is part of an existing 
Designated Center or has received Plan Endorsement.
2 – PIA = Planning and Implementation Agreement



Main Street Designation ProcessMain Street Designation Process
(process for initial rulemaking by NJDOT)(process for initial rulemaking by NJDOT)

Yes

Local officials adopt MOU?

Initial NJDOT initiative to identify candidate 
Main Streets based on Existing Conditions

Candidate Main Street meets criteria? 

Local officials concur?

No Main Street designation
(use standard access classification 

system; new Appendices “A” and “B”)

No

Local officials and NJDOT prepare MOU

Main Street segment included in Appendix “B”
based on Existing Conditions

No

Yes

NJDOT specifies candidate Main Streets

NJDOT prepares Main Street designation in rule-making

Yes

No

MOU = Memorandum of Understanding



NJNJ--2828

(W. Main Street)(W. Main Street)

in Somervillein Somerville



NJNJ--2727

(Nassau Street)(Nassau Street)

in Princetonin Princeton



NJNJ--124124

(Main Street)(Main Street)

in Madisonin Madison



NJNJ--4545

(Broad Street)(Broad Street)

in Woodburyin Woodbury



NJNJ--2424

(Main Street)(Main Street)

in Chesterin Chester



USUS--4646

(Main Street)(Main Street)

in Hackettstownin Hackettstown



NJNJ--2121

(McCarter Highway)(McCarter Highway)

in Newarkin Newark



What is the New Jersey Access Code?What is the New Jersey Access Code?

Regulatory document to Regulatory document to improve safetyimprove safety
and and preserve capacitypreserve capacity of the State of the State 
highway system highway system by regulating accessby regulating access

Developed to implement the Developed to implement the State State 
Highway Access Management ActHighway Access Management Act of 1989of 1989
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